Minute of Agreement for Deer Control on
XXXXXXX
This document can be used as a template for farmers or stalkers who want to arrange written permission for allowing or obtaining access for the purposes of culling deer. The document should be changed, as required, to reflect circumstances on each particular site.

Agreement between the owner:

XXXX
And the contractor:

XXXXXXXX
The parties do now agree as follows:

1 Purpose of Minute of Agreement (MoA)

The purpose of this agreement is to allow the contractor access to farmland for the purposes of culling red deer and reducing their numbers within the Flanders Moss Deer Management Forum area. This is NOT leasing stalking or sporting rights. It is an access agreement for purposes of culling deer only. No sporting guests or other personnel not listed below to have access to farmland areas. It is anticipated that deer will be culled without restriction on numbers, allowing for proper recognition of seasons and necessary additional authorizations if required.
2 Areas

Access is permitted to that land outlined on accompanying map only.
3 Duration 
 
XXX 2017 to 31st March 2018 initially. No obligation to continue beyond that point on either party although there is an expectation at the outset that if the arrangement has been working well, then it will be continued for another year and renewed annually as required. Either party can end agreement at any point should grounds for this arise. E.g. Safety concerns, impropriety. Written notice and reasons should be forwarded as necessary.
4 Target Species 

This arrangement is concerned with red deer only. Roe deer may be culled and contractor may shoot foxes if a safe opportunity to do so arises. 

5 Standard of Workmanship  
All deer management activity will be carried out to the highest standards, with due regards to animal welfare, food hygiene, and safety, as per Best Practice Guidelines Only rifles and ammunition that meet all statutory requirements will be used. A valid fire-arms certificate must be held for all fire-arms used. Any wounded animals must be tracked down and dispatched as per Best Practice Guidelines, this to take priority over any other considerations. All controllers have Deer Stalking Certificate 1 as a minimum and will be registered as Fit & competent with SNH.
All grallochs are to be disposed off in a discreet manner.
6 Other Species  

Foxes may be shot should suitable, safe opportunities arise. Any kills will be reported to the farm.
7 Exclusions 

It is possible to exclude certain days or times for any reasonable purpose determined by the owner. Such days to be made known to contractor in advance. Otherwise, the default position is that contractor access will be unrestricted when required. There will be no shooting on Xmas Day or New Year day, and contractor will respect all land management operations as appropriate.

8 Communication 

All communications to be made directly to the contractor involved. Assumption is for unrestricted access unless otherwise informed.

9 Personnel   

Authorized personnel are listed below:
XXXXX
10 Authorizations. 

Contractor will operate under the terms of the General Authorization. Stags can be targeted at any time of year as appropriate. Adult female deer can be targeted to 31st March only. Juvenile deer can be targeted after this date for the purposes of scaring away animals. Relevant fire-arms details etc will be forwarded to farm owner as required, along with details of qualifications, experience etc. Night shooting authorization has been/ will be secured for the period concerned if required. 
11 Insurance   
Contractor to insure against any claims of loss, injury or damage occasioned by any act or default carried out in the execution of this agreement. Third party insurance must be held with a reputable company, to a minimum value of £5,000,000. Evidence of this to be forwarded to farm owner. Contractor is responsible for own insurance and their cover will be at least that named above.
12 Risk Assessment/ Health and Safety   
Risk assessments to be carried out by the contractor, listing lines of communication etc. Farm owner to forward information regarding all known hazards in the area concerned, should these not be natural or obvious.
13 Contractor will accept full responsibility for compliance with Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and all other relevant Acts and Regulations relating to Health and Safety, as regarding their particular activities under the terms of this agreement.
14 Vehicles  
 
Only agreed vehicles and ATV’s will be used, and permissible access routes agreed in advance. The farm owner will make available any keys to gates etc that might be required for suitable access.
15 Damage  

Contractor will make good any damage caused in the course of this MoA.
16 Public Access   

Appropriate consideration and respect will be given to all those using the area. Contractor to take all reasonable precautions to prevent a nuisance or inconvenience to owner, employees, the local community or public generally.

17 A letter of permission from the farm owner will be carried by contractor at all times. Farm owner to inform any relevant third parties in advance of lease.

18 Contractor to acquaint himself fully with the area prior to commencing the MoA.

19 Payment.   
No payment by either party unless agreed otherwise. Costs/ revenues/ general success of operation to be quantified at end of period.

20 Venison   

To be regarded the property of the contractor and returned to his own deer larder. The contractor will supply one hind for the benefit of the owner, or as agreed. Sensitive disposal of grallochs etc will be observed, especially in areas of possible public access.
21 Records 
 
Full records to be returned to farm at end of period, and at any other reasonable time requested.

22 Report  

A short report on the period of the lease will be forwarded before 15th April 2018.
23 Removal  

Contractor will remove any equipment used for the purposes of deer management, e.g. High Seats, within one month of the end of the period. The siting, standard and need for any such equipment will be agreed with each farm in advance of its installation.

24  Disputes
 
Contractor will withdraw from the agreement should significant difficulties occur which are not possible to resolve. There will be no involvement of independent arbitrators or other parties.

XXX


        
 



Contractor

Witnessed by XXX
XXX
XXX  Farm

Witnessed by XXX
Contacts

OWNER
XXXX
Tel: XXX
Mobile:  XXX
E-mail:  XXXXX

Other Shooting interests
XXX
Mobile: XXXX
E-mail:  XXXXX
CONTRACTOR
XXXX
Tel: XXXX 
Mobile: XXX
E-mail: XXX
Firearms Certificate Number: XXX
DMQ Level 1 Certificate:  XXX
Public liability is held for £X million. 
Insurance Policy no: XXXX
XXX  is on the SNH “fit and competent “ register.
etc
