FLANDERS MOSS DEER MANAGEMENT FORUM
INFORMATION NOTE 4 
Stalkers within FMDMF area
Introduction
One important function of a deer management forum might be to provide some guidance on how to choose stalkers who are operating within the area, and it is appropriate and legitimate for such a group to suggest what the acceptable standard of experience and standards might be.

Recommended Deer Forum Standards

It is suggested that all stalkers operating in the Flanders Moss Deer Management Forum area should meet the following criteria:

1 The recognized industry standard for qualifications is that all stalkers should have Deer Management Qualification (DMQ) Level 1, and hold Trained Hunter status. This latter status is achieved if DMQ Level 1 has been taken since 2006. Before that date, an additional module is required. Trained Hunter status allows a stalker to put venison safely and legally in to the food chain.

2 Most professional deer stalkers now hold DMQ Level 2, but this is not a legal requirement, and is not being sought here.
3 All stalkers should be on the SNH Fit & Competent register, this being necessary to allow deer to be culled outwith the current defined seasons.
4 Stalkers should hold personal liability insurance to a minimum value of £5 million, and have proof that this is in place.
5 Stalkers must have a current firearms certificate, and be able to demonstrate this.
6 The minimum legal rifle calibre for culling red deer is .243, but for large red deer in a low ground environment, a calibre of .270 or higher is more appropriate and recommended.
7 Stalkers should have access to proper larder facilities. This is likely to be a limiting factor on the numbers which some stalkers are able to cull.
8 Stalkers should report to you at least on an annual basis on the numbers and type of animals culled, and to do so in a recognized format. Stalkers should be able to update you on numbers culled at any reasonable time.

9 The use of any vehicles should be agreed with the owner in advance, and registration numbers provided.

10 The use of high seats or other equipment should be agreed with owner in advance as per type and positioning.

11 All stalkers should be aware of and sensitive to livestock, crops and access by the general public.

12 Any agreement with a stalker can be terminated immediately on grounds of impropriety or safety.

A stalker is entitled to expect from you:

1 To receive written permission that they may stalk on your land

2 To be provided with a map of boundaries and any other relevant features. Eg Hazards, exclusion areas

3 That no other person carrying a firearm may be present on the property when they come to stalk.

4 If other people are involved with rough shooting or vermin control, it should be clarified in advance when they are likely to be present, either at a time of year, or a time during the day. The default position should be that a stalker is free to come on to your land unless specifically excluded at that particular time. Such an understanding at the outset will benefit all parties, and be provided in writing as required.
It is not reasonable to expect a stalker to pay for access if effective control of numbers is the primary management concern.

Stalking is likely to be most effective if the same person has access to neighbouring ground as well. Owners should therefore check who is operating locally and who has a good reputation for being effective.
The purpose of this note is to give owners confidence in the people who may be stalking on their ground, and to help provide suitable stalking opportunities for those stalkers who are willing and able to meet the recommended standards of delivery and reporting.

All stalking agreements should be reviewed on an annual basis after 31st March.

SNH Fit & Competent register
It is not appropriate for this forum to be recommending specific stalkers, nor is it appropriate for us to be maintaining a local register of suitably qualified personnel.

SNH maintain an up to date  Fit & Competent register, and they can be contacted as per details below if you wish to find out what stalkers in this area are on the register. All stalkers are recommended to maintain their name on this list.

Tel: (01463) 725 364

licensing@snh.gov.uk
